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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH FOREIGN MINISTER ON 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

1. IN THE COURSE OF OUR TALK THIS MORNING, FONMIN PHOUMI 
VONGVICHIT RAISED WITH ME THE QUESTION OF U.S. MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE TO FAR. HE SAID THAT THE PGNU SHOULD BE GIVEN 
INFORMATION REGARDING OUR PROGRAM SO THAT THE FUNDS BEING 
GRANTED COULD APPEAR IN THE NATIONAL BUDGET. THE AID 
SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE GOVERNMENT AND NOT TO FAR. 
FURTHERMORE, THE MYSTERY WHICH SURROUNDED U.S. MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE CONTRIBUTED TO AN ATMOSPHERE OF SUSPICION 
AND MISTRUST. 

2. 1 EXPLAINED THAT NO FUNDS WERE GIVEN TO FAR AND 
REVIEWED THE NATURE OF THE PROGRAM. PHOUMI COMMENTED 
THAT SUPPLIES OF THE KIND I WAS DESCRIBING SHOULD BE 
TURNED OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT WHICH WOULD THEN 
ALLOCATE THEM TO FAR. 

3. 1 SAID THAT THIS WHOLE ISSUE WAS NOT REALLY ONE 
THAT COULD BE RESOLVED BY THE USG. THE QUESTION OF 
CONTROL OVER THE ARMY AND ARRANGEMENT FOR INTEGRATION 
OF THE VIENTIANE AND PL FORCES WERE STILL A MATTER 

OF CONTROVERSY BETWEEN THE TWO LAO PARTIES. IT 
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TO AGREE ON WHAT POLICY TO ADOPT. A SITUATION IN 
WHICH EACH SIDEGAVE THE U.S. A DIFFERENT VERSION 
OF WHAT WAS DESIRED PUT ME IN AN IMPOSSIBLE SL 
TUATION. 

4. PHOUMI SAID THAT THE ISSUE WAS BASICALLY WHETHER 

FAR WAS THE ARMY OF THE PGNU OR THE ARMY OF THE RIGHTISTS. 

IN HIS VIEW, IT WAS THE NATIONAL ARMY AND SHOULD BE 
RESPONSIVE TO THE GOVERNMENT. IF IT WAS NOT THE 
NATIONAL ARMY THEN IT SHOULD BECOME SO AFTER WHICH 
THE PATRIOTIC FORCES WOULD BE MERGED WITH IT. THE 
IMPORTANT THING WAS TO MOVE TOWARD NATIONAL RECON- 
CILIATION AND UNITY. I AGREED AND SAID THE U.S. 

HOPED FOR AN EARLY ACHIEVEMENT OF PEACE AND CONCORD. 

5. COMMENT: THE PATHET LAO SEEM TO BE GIVING THE 
ISSUE OF OUR MILITARY ASSISTANCE A LOT OF ATTENTION. 

IN LAST FEW DAYS, SECSTATE OF FINANCE BOUSSABONG SOUVANNOVONG 

(PL) HAS RAISED IT WITH DCM AND ACTING AID DIRECTOR AND 

SECSTATE FOR DEFENSE KHAM OUANE BOUPHA (PL) HAS 

RAISED IT WITH GENERAL ROUND. I EXPECT TO MEET 

WITH VIENTIANE SIDE LEADERS IN THE NEXT DAY OR 

TWO TO DISCUSS THIS PROBLEM. 

6. PHOUMI WAS HIS USUAL BLAND SELF AND THERE WAS 
NO IMPLICATION IN OUR TALK THAT THE U.S. SHOULD 
NOT BE PROVIDING MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO LAOS. THE 
ISSUE WAS PURELY THE MODALITIES AND THE NEED FOR 
INFORMATION. IT IS OBVIOUS, HOWEVER, THAT THE 
PATHET LAO ARE ANXIOUS TO KNOW WHAT WE ARE PRO- 
VIDING AND TO PUT THEMSELVES IN A POSITION TO 
CONTROL OUR PROGRAM TO THE EXTENT THEY CAN. WE 
HAVE NOT HEARD THE END OF THIS ONE. 
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